
Theatre Arts - Course Description
This course will give the student a comprehensive and practical overview of the history, development, and 

production of theatre arts from stage to film. Students will examine the effects of the arts on education, industry, 
and society, and vice versa.

Materials (students may purchase items from the office)
● Chromebook
● headphones (kept in Chromebook case)
● 1 paper folder with brads
● Markers &/or map pencils (optional)
● blue/black pen or pencil

Classroom Guidelines & Expectations
1. Be present. You need to be in your assigned seat when the bell rings or you will be counted tardy. After 

receiving three tardies, you will be assigned to detention and, worse, be on my mental list of kids who don’t 
care about my class. Stay off that list. Additionally, this means being mentally present and doing your utmost to 
avoid distractions.

2. Be responsible. Bring everything you’ll need, such as paper, a pen, and work that’s due. All assignments and 
projects are to be complete at the beginning of class on the due date. Late work (including tests & projects) will 
receive half credit within one week of the due date. After that, no credit will be given. You are responsible for 
getting any missed notes or assignments that were given during an absence (Yes, even those school-related 
absences). Obviously, things that can be completed during your absence are expected on the day you return: 
check and use Google Classroom to keep up with classwork in real-time. If work was given that you didn’t have 
access to, you’ll be given up to five days to complete the work. If you suffer an extended illness, contact me to 
discuss a schedule for you to turn in your work. Contact me via email or Remind with any questions, concerns, 
or notifications at any time.  An informed teacher is a happy teacher. :)

3. Be respectful. You are expected to be courteous and respectful to all students, teachers, and guests. There 
will be no swearing, name-calling, or snide comments. Humor is great; humor that hurts is not. Also, use of 
technology at inappropriate times is rude and, per school policy, devices that are ill-used will be taken from you 
and returned to your parents. Remember, you control your technology; it shouldn’t control you. Best to not 
have it out.

4. Be awesome. Think for yourself. You are and can be a self-starter, problem-solver, and innovator. If you 
merely parrot back to me things I already said in class, you will not have a great year. If, however, you are 
willing to think deeply, take risks, and work like a madman, then you’ll love this class

HHS English Department - GRADING CATEGORIES: 2018-2019
Test = 50% (minimum of 3 per grading cycle)

These assignments reflect the Knowledge/ Understanding of subject matter and include assignments 
such as: cycle tests, unit tests, projects and papers. (See “Re-taking Test” section on next page)

Class Work = 30% (minimum of 6 per grading cycle)
These assignments reflect the Practice of Learning subject and include assignments such as: notebook 
checks, journaling, literature responses, vocabulary quizzes, literature quizzes, rough drafts, and editing 
and mechanics practice.   

Participation= 20% (minimum of 6 per grading cycle)
These assignments reflect the Effort to Understand subject and include assignments such as: 
homework/practice, group discussion, partner work, and reading checks (“Quizzers”)

* Some grades may be subject to change. Always check 
notes in Gradebook. 



Remind is a simple way for you to informed and up-to-date with what’s happening in this class.  By joining, 
you’re choosing to receive class messages via push notifications, SMS, or email.   Don’t worry; your phone 
number will not be shared with me or anyone else in the class.  You may visit 
https://www.remind.com/join/39e37 to join or :

Privilege Passes
A “Privilege Pass” may be used to receive full credit for a late assignment; to visit the restroom, vending 
machine, or office; or for additional privileges as agreed upon by the teacher.
Students receive two privilege passes per semester upon demonstrating understanding/location of the 
syllabus AND connecting to Remind, and may earn additional passes throughout the school year.
This pass may NOT be used on any test or large project unless pre-approved by teacher.
REMINDER: A Privilege Pass does NOT excuse an assignment; rather it removes the late penalty.

Re-Taking Tests
If needed, testing retakes will take place before or after school with me. Students must notify me and 
make an arrangement to retake a test. The students will then demonstrate their understanding of the 
concepts covered on the original exam in a different format as determined be me at that time.  

Honesty
Any act of dishonesty including but not limited to cheating, copying, or plagiarism will result in an automatic 
ZERO and one or more additional disciplinary actions.

A note on plagiarism: We will study this concept in the first weeks of school to help you know: 
1. what it is, and 2. how to avoid it. A word of caution: incorrect use of technology is a great 
temptation, but will not be tolerated.  Do not copy from the internet. This is theft of intellectual property 
and will cause you great trouble both in my class and in later life.

Disciplinary Actions
If needed, depending on the offense, disciplinary actions may include but are not limited to:

● Additional Assignments
● D-Hall/Before or After School Tutorials
● Office Referral
● Removal from Class
● Parent Letter/Conference
● OTI (Opportunity to Improve activity)

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me via email at aruff@hollandisd.org or via 
phone at (254) 657-2523.

        If you have a smartphone, 
get push notifications. On your 
iPhone or Android phone, open 
your web browser and go to the 
following link: 

Follow the instructions to sign 
up for Remind. You’ll be 
prompted to download the 
mobile app. Don’t have a mobile phone? Go to  rmd.at/3b5e1on a 

desktop computer to sign up for email notifications.

A
Don’t have a smartphone?        
Get text notifications.
 

B

C

Text the message @3b5e1 to 
the number 81010. 

If you’re having trouble with 
81010, try texting @3b5e1 to 
(469) 464-5912. 

* Standard text message rates apply. 

https://www.remind.com/join/39e37
https://www.remind.com/join/39e37
http://rmd.at/3b5e1

